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INTRODUCTION 

The Internet Governance Forum, held in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico, from          

December 5 to 9, 2016, continues to be a space to promote the dialogue of all                

interested parties linked to the Internet. 

This forum is a multistakeholder and multidisciplinary compendium, which is          

formed by people of different ages, races, countries and cultures, with the            

involvement of the United Nations so that it continues to offer all developing             

countries the same opportunities to debate In terms of Internet governance,           

than those already developed. 

In this way, participation, collaboration and cooperation among all countries as           

a whole is encouraged, regardless of whether they are developed or not. 

Internet Governance Forum 2016 has dealt with topics such as the protection or             

non-protection of personal data, which affects the privacy of the owners of such             

data. 

 

THE PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA 

Individuals regardless of age, sex, or race, are holders of their personal data,             

that is, all information that identifies them or can make them identifiable like             

their name, address, email, image, among many other data. 

This information can be divided into three concentric spheres: public,          



self-determination information and privacy. 

The public is the sphere that is further away from the center, in which there are                

all those data which are known of the person to be public. 

The so-called information self-determination recognizes the right of individuals         

to protect their personal data before third parties, to choose how far, when and              

how much, these people outside their data reach the limit of knowing them. 

Privacy is the sphere which is closest to the center, where all the data that the                

owner does not want anyone to know and know is stored. 

This scheme is based on the legislation of the European Union which protects             

all personal data of all people, a tendency that Latin American countries have             

followed to date unlike the United States in which data are protected            

Consumers. 

 

PERSONAL DATA AND TECHNOLOGY 

As in all orders, technology has progressed transversally to personal data,           

affecting the right to its protection, a right that is fundamental. 

This impact is reflected in the rise of applications that in recent years have              

arisen, which are used by the owners of personal data without taking the             

precaution or due care. Examples are all the applications that can be            

downloaded from mobile phones, where the user gives a "click" without thinking            

about the consequences of this action and all the information that is            

inadvertently being provided to the third party that has designed or Sells that             

application. 

Do not think about the information only in that it is not necessary to make an                

expense to obtain the application, but at the moment nothing is free, you must              

be aware that this has a great value. 

These applications have a general public, but more vulnerable sectors such as            

children and adolescents, as well as older people, who use them in some cases              



as fun to spend their free time. 

 

USERS OF THE APPLICATIONS 

During the Internet Governance Forum, an interesting WorkShop was held          1

which dealt with the issue of personal data and children as users of the              

applications, whether or not it was possible to generate online security for them. 

Several experts on the subject include Sonia Livingstone, secretary of the UK            

Coalition for Child Safety and the UK Council for Internet Safety for Children,             

Katherine Montgomery, professor at the American University of Washington         

DC, John Carr Of the University of London. All of them have given their point of                

view relative to the subject. 

In dealing with the issue on which children are based as users of applications,              

the new general regulation on the protection of personal data was adopted,            

which was approved in December 2015, becoming a law for all the countries of              

the European Union in May 2018. 

This general regulation should be taken into account by those countries that            

have been declared suitable by the European Union, that is to say that by              

means of a declaration it has interpreted that they possess a level of             

guarantees in accordance with those established in it through its legislation. In            

Latin America only Argentina and Uruguay have that level, so it is necessary             2

to pay attention to how to continue to enjoy this status. 

 

 

 

1IGF 2016. WS 114: IS PERSONAL DATA MINE OR THERE TO BE 
MINED?http://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2016-day-2-room-4-ws-114-is-personal-dat
amine-or-there-to-be-mined 
2  Dictamen 6/2010 sobre el nivel de protección de datos personales en la República Oriental delUruguay. 
https://datospersonales.gub.uy/wps/wcm/connect/urcdp/fc0db8e4-d4c3-4848-8b01-4be350bb61ec/Dicta
men+62010.pdf+91KB+.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&amp;CACHEID=fc0db8e4-d4c3-4848-8b01-
4be350bb61ec 



 

 

NEW GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR THE PROTECTION OF PERSONAL        

DATA AND CHILDREN 

From the point of view of this new general regulation of protection of personal              

data (RGDP) , an evaluation of the impact of the damages that can produce the              3

applications to the children must be made. 

If this damage really exists, the company providing the application will be            

required to take the necessary measures to make the damage as small as             

possible. 

It should be borne in mind that not only the children are the ones who use the                 

applications but also the adolescents and that they have a relative capacity to             

give consent, or that varies according to the country according to the age that              

they consider appropriate. This age ranges from 13 to 16 years. 

When the RGDP is in force in 2018 you will see how these concepts will be                

applied in the different countries, but it should be kept in mind that to this day                

also the applications are being used by the children and adolescents and that             

their information will be To stop at different places, either for good or for bad, so                

that we must do this damage assessment. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

The right to the protection of personal data is a fundamental right for all              

individuals. 

Personal data are all information that identifies or makes identifiable to their            

owners, which become more sensitive when dealing with data belonging to           

children and adolescents. 

3  Nuevo Reglamento General de Protección de Datos Personales. 
http://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/ES/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32016R0679&from=ES 



Every time an application is used it is necessary that it has considered the              

privacy concept from the design so that it does not produce damages to those              

who use them, like children or adolescents. 

The Internet Governance Forum raises questions about whether or not there is            

the possibility of protecting personal data in this sector from individuals who do             

not have sufficient capacity to determine if they are doing harm. There are             

efforts in trying to reach a consensus on this issue, like adjusting national             

legistlations of countries towards this protection. 

 

Beatriz Rodríguez 

Uruguay 

December 28, 2016. 


